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Message from Mary Ann 

After the big announcement at our 5th Anni-
versary Celebration from Chick-Fil-A, we have 
been sharing the good news in many different 
ways. Our volunteers worked together in 
teams at the New Bern 
Chick-Fil-A location dis-
tributing over 5000 voting 
cards to the drive thru. 
We worked with Curtis 
Media to make sure the 
message about voting for 
our organization was 
heard on 3 different ra-
dio stations in 20 counties 
in Eastern North Carolina. 
We are grateful to our church partners, do-
nors, volunteers who shared the news and in-
formation about voting on the Chick-Fil-A App 
during the month of September. We are excit-
ed to find out the final grant amount in De-
cember or early January 2023.  

September is the month for final prepa-
rations on our 2nd Annual Fundraiser “Jones 
County - A Perfect 10”. A huge thanks goes to 
our committee chairs, Karen Plaster and Bobby 
Darden, who serve as board members. Alt-
hough we had to cancel the Saturday, Oct 1st 
event due to Tropical Storm IAN, we exceed-
ed our goal of $30,000 and additional dona-
tions still continue. The cow pie bingo was such 
a huge success in 2021, we decided to do it 
again. Although the event was canceled, we will 
be choosing a winner by way of a computer 
generated number and a video will be posted 

on our website and Facebook Page. New 
this year - ticket sales for a Blackstone 
Grill valued at over $1200 donated by 
NewBern4Sale-Allana Ross. We are con-

tinuing to sell tickets 
up until November 
12th at the Heritage 
Festival in Trenton. 
Allana Ross says “I 
was inspired when I 
heard about the 
Teaching Kitchen and 
thought the grill do-
nation would be a 
great way to highlight 

the new programming”.  

The teaching kitchen will be ready 
soon! We continue to be challenged with 
supply chain issues and contractors sched-
ules. Slow progress is still progress. We 
are grateful for the continued blessings in 
the midst of the challenges. One of those 
blessings was receiving a phone call letting 
us know The Filling Station could nominate 
a volunteer for a Presidential Service 
Award. We are delighted to celebrate 
with Jimmy Bender, Food Pantry Director, 
who has logged over 550 hours this past 
year. One of greatest blessings has been 
our partnership with Atlantic Dance Thea-
tre. Jane Peele leads a stretching class 
for our volunteer groups who serve in the 
food pantry on Tuesday mornings. It is a 
30 minute time block set aside to calm the 



FOOD FOR THOUGHT PAGE 2 

breath, stretch those muscles and be filled 
back up after serving. A big thank you to the 
Community Artists Gallery who led an art class 
with the Senior Nutrition group at Pollocksville 
Fire Department. The Filling Station has the 
opportunity to schedule these workshops for 
our Seniors in Jones County. 

Growth calls for continued training and 
orientation. Thank you Lenoir Community Col-
lege for your partnership. In addition to the 
computer lab LCC has created in our facility, 
they also delivered a forklift training class to 
7 of our volunteers in October. We were able 
to use our new forklift on the campus for 
training. One of our goals outlined in our Stra-
tegic Plan is to offer training and orientation 
to all individuals associated with The Filling 
Station.  

We are heading into the season of 
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. Each 
week we make it a priority to “roll out the RED 
carpet” for our clients making them feel im-
portant as we assist in filling unmet needs. 
Giving Tuesday, November 29th, is a day set 
aside worldwide for organizations to highlight 

Executive Director’s Message (continued) 

and celebrate the mission. We will be par-
ticipating in the 3rd Annual Carry it For-
ward event at Union Point Park from 3-6 
PM. This is an opportunity to visit 40-50 
non profit organizations who are serving 
those who need a “hand up”. Our Giving 
Tuesday Goal is to continue to raise 
awareness and funds for the mission. A 
Special Giving Tuesday BUTTON will be 
posted on our website: fillingsta-
tion1075.com highlighting the opportunity 
to give on this special day.  

Join us for Christmas kick off cele-
bration on Sat, Dec 3rd at 5:30 PM - Pa-
rade with Santa visiting the front lobby to 
see the children, Food Trucks, Vendors, 
lighting of the tree. We are excited to 
partner with Pollocksville Rotary Club to 
host this event for the community.  

 Thank you again for your continued 
support, love and prayers.  

 
Mary Ann LeRay 

Executive Director 
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Coastal Women's Shelter held their annual Prayer Vigil 
on Oct 27th in the newly renovated space. The music, 
sharing of stories and learning more how to advocate 
for victims of Domestic Violence.   We celebrated our 
friend Lisa Moore who is retiring from CWS after 23 
yrs.  
 Thank you donors, partners and volunteers for 
working so hard to provide a beautiful space for our 
partner education.  

Coastal Women’s Shelter—Annual Prayer Vigil at Filling Station 
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Volunteer Spotlight:  Cathy Smith 

Church Supporter Spotlight:  Cypress Creek Church 

In the past, Cypress Creek Church has donat-
ed goods to The Filling Station of Jones Coun-
ty. This year we have become part of the 
“feet on the ground, food box packing and dis-
tribution team and a financial partner.  We en-
joy helping others and working in our communi-
ty. It is rewarding to serve by giving yet re-
ceive by doing! We reap the blessings of a de-
votional every time we come to serve. Plus all 
the smiles and “thank yous” of food box recip-
ients. The Filling Station is a well-oiled ma-
chine in the process of providing a great vari-
ety of items to all who come. This organization 
has been integral in helping families curtail 
the pinch of rising costs. The Food Bank, pri-
vate vendors, stores, individuals, churches and 
farmers who donate generously may not see 
the benefits, but they are greatly appreciated 

across the county. Our church team serves 
a few hours each month and we see how 
God is moving through the hands of volun-
teers to the heart of the community and 
filling us all with blessings and a grateful 
heart.  Submitted by:  Celeste Cavenaugh, 
Cypress Creek Church Member 

Cathy began her career as a student teacher in 
Jones County many years ago. Since that time 
she has always had a heart to serve in the coun-
ty. With Cathy's background in education and 
strategic planning, she felt God calling her to 
share her gifts and talents with development of 
the organization. "I knew with the leadership in 
place, the mission would be met" says Cathy.   

   Cathy was one of the first trainers for Fa-
cilitative Leadership in North Carolina and Train-
er for the State and local systems in the Total 
Quality Pilot (Continuous Improvement System). 
She trained local Craven County staff as well as 
business and community leaders in facilitation 
skills and guided the Craven County Schools per-
sonnel, the Central Services Continuation Im-
provement Council and many of the school Contin-
uous (Quality) Improvement Councils. She has 
served as a facilitator for the New Bern Board 

of Alderman, the Eastern Economic 
Developers and various civic and com-
munity groups.     

 "We have been at work since 
April 2021 clarifying, revising, devel-
oping plans and processes to make 
sure this organization continues to 
serves Jones County for many years 
to come. Thank you Cathy Smith for 
your heart to serve" says Mary Ann 
LeRay, Executive Director. 
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Jimmy Bender Receives a Presidential Service Award/Gold Level 

On October 17, 2022, AmeriCorps, the federal 
agency for national service and volunteerism, 
and VolunteerNC hosted a national service recep-
tion and volunteer recognition ceremony at the 
Coliseum in Greensboro, N.C. During the event, 
Sonali Nijhawan, AmeriCorps State and National 
director, awarded the President’s Volunteer Ser-
vice Lifetime Achievement Awards to seven NC 
volunteers who have served thousands of hours 
across multiple organizations. Congratulations to 
Jimmy Bender who received the Presidential Ser-
vice Award/Gold Level for his 550 hours to The 
Filling Station! 

 Led by AmeriCorps and managed in partner-
ship with Points of Light, the President’s Volun-
teer Service Award allows organizations to recog-
nize their most exceptional volunteers based on 
service over a 12-month period or a lifetime. The 
awards program began in 2003. 

Jane Peele Leads Stretching Classes 

Thank you to Jane 
Peele, Atlantic Dance 
Theater, who leads 
the Volunteer En-

richment Stretching 
class on Tuesday 

mornings. 



FOOD FOR THOUGHT PAGE 6 

Forklift Training 

Forklift Training held on Oct 24th on The Filling Station campus. The training was made pos-
sible through our partnership with Lenoir Community College. We now have 7 certified fork-
lift drivers.  
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Chick-Fil-A True Inspiration Awards Update 

Through the annual True Inspiration 
Awards program, Chick-fil-A, Inc. provides 
grants to nonprofit organizations that are 
working to strengthen our neighborhoods 
and cities. The True Inspira-
tion Awards program was cre-
ated in 2015 to honor the lega-
cy of Chick-fil-A’s late found-
er, S. Truett Cathy.  

 The Filling Station is one 
of the recipients of Chick-fil-
A’s “True Inspiration Award.” 
Voting for the 2023 True In-
spiration Awards Regional Win-
ners occurred Sept. 1-24, 2022.  Chick-Fil-
A True Inspiration Award was announced at 
the 5th Anniversary in August. One of the 
6 criteria to receive the grant was a voting 
period from Sept 1-24. Grateful to Linda 

Mathiasen from Jones-Onslow and Jean 
Bender from Pollocksville Presbyterian 
Church handing out chicken nuggets during 
food pantry distribution in September. 

Thank you Tom Pike, operator 
of the New Bern Chick-Fil-A, 
and his staff for making it pos-
sible to hand out over 5000 
voting cards and place signage 
in the drive thru during the 
month of September.  
 Depending on how many 
votes the nonprofit gets, it 
could receive between 

$30,000 and $350,000.  The award win-
ners will be announced in December 2022 
or early January 2023.  The recipients may 
use the grant funds to further their mis-
sions. 

Left: Tom Pike 
Center:  Mary Ann LeRay 

Right:  David Rosado 

Night Lighting 

Thank you to Greentech Solutions 
from Raleigh, NC who installed 
LED lighting through the building. 
We are grateful to Duke Energy 
for working with us on this pro-
ject to save money on our opera-
tions long term.  Photo on right. 
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Save These Dates 

November 11 &12   Jones County Heritage Festival 

November 29    Giving Tuesday 

December 3    5:30 to 7:30 PM, Christmas on Main in Pollocksville 

We all have busy schedules.  Here are some dates we hope you will place on your calendars: 

Teaching Kitchen Update 

We are waiting on counter tops to 
delivered, stoves and sinks to be 
connected and final permit approv-
al before classes can be offered. 
  Thank you to Jones County 
Community Foundation for $1000 
grant received in October. These 
funds will be used for the Teach-
ing Kitchen. Pictured here: Joan 
Taylor, President of the Jones 
County Community Foundation and 
Eddie Banks, Board Member of 
JCCF. 

Homeschoolers Make Cards 

Triune Holiness Church Homeschool Group 
makes special cards for the food boxes. 
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Commodity Supplemental Food Program 

Thank you Clyde and 
Julia Murphy who run 

CSFP, Commodity 
Supplemental Food 
Program. This pro-

gram meets the 
needs of 125 Senior 
Citizens with a spe-
cial food box each 

month. 

Romero’s Electric Installs Fans in Distribution Carport 

Thank you Romero’s 
Electric for installing 
NEW FANS under the 
carport. This feature 
will be wonderful dur-
ing the summer 
months. Romero’s also 
wired the building for 
our NEW WALK-IN 
Freezer in the food 
pantry.  

Faithful Food Pantry Volunteers 

Cynthia  
Kinsey,  

William Beech 
and Geraldine 
Eubanks work-

ing at the 
Food Pantry. 

Tutoring at Pollocksville Elementary 

Joan Knight is leading a team of volunteers 
to offering tutoring at Pollocksville Elemen-
tary School.  In October, the program 
kicked off  with two 1st graders, two 3rd 
graders and 5th graders to begin in  mid-
November.  

 Thank you Joan and your volunteer 
team for "filling reading needs" in our ele-
mentary school. You make a difference.  



Our mission is to assist with  
filling the unmet needs in the  

areas of nutrition, education and 
connection serving the residents 

of  Jones County. 

PO Box 222 

221 Main Street 
Pollocksville, NC 28573 

252.224.1127 

info@fillingstation1075.com  
https://fillingstation1075.com/

Facebook.com/FS1075 
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Willie Smith 
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FAVORITE NORMAN VINCENT PEALE QUOTES 

When you expect the best, you release a magic force in your 
mind, which tends to bring the best to you. 

 

 
Pray for courage as you pray for your daily bread. Both are 

vital to your welfare. 

 

 

Quit thinking about yourself and go out and do something 
for other people. 

 

 

Prayer begins where human capacity ends. 

 

 

Trouble is here.  It is for a purpose.  Use it for the purpose for 
which it was intended—to help you grow. 

 

The Filling Station, a dream born out of a long vacant, 
propane company building, opened its doors on August 

28, 2017. Why the Filling Station name? During a walk-
through of the building, someone noticed a red hazard-
ous material warning sign with a flame and the number 
1075, the DOT classification for propane. The group 
discovered that Psalm 107:5 read: “They were hungry 
and thirsty; their lives were slipping away.” A new mis-
sion was launched and it was called “The Filling Station” 
to refer to the building’s prior use as well as to its new 
purpose. Our mission is to assist with filling unmet needs 

in the areas of Nutrition, Education, and Connection 
serving the residents of Jones County. 
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