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Message from the Executive Director

 

Our THEME for 2026: Adventure, Curious, Present -
Stay curious about the present and you will find
yourself on an ADVENTURE! 

One of our big projects for January was to create and
deliver a comprehensive Annual Report for 2025
highlighting all those who make this mission possible.
2025 Annual Report.

After completing a 3-year project bringing Leadership
Jones …Grassroots Leadership Academy, we are
hosting the Spring Grassroots Leadership Jones
Conference March 19-20. All are welcome to attend.
REGISTER TODAY

January was the kickoff for the Phytochemicals Pilot
Project with N.C. Cooperative Extension led by Sarah
Ware. 8 participants attended a 3-day session to learn
more about how foods heal the body.

The Food Pantry continues to assist in meeting needs
here in Jones County. Each week we are serving
residents from Pollocksville, Trenton, Maysville,
Comfort, Long Point and a few from surrounding
counties. Partner agencies such as Jones County DSS,
Jones County Schools and Coastal Women’s Shelter
make referrals to bridge gaps for clients. A recent data
report shows only 6-8% of all households visit each
time the food pantry is open and 35% of households
visit once a month.

In February, Charley Jones, Board Member and myself
attended the Institute of Emerging Issues Forum
hosted by N.C. State University on the topic of WATER.
We connected with many folks throughout the state of
NC. Click here for a recap of the strategies discussed:
Strategies 

February was Heart Health Month highlighting our
partnership with the American Heart Association. We
hosted a MidDay Mingle for the New Bern Chamber of
Commerce and over 40 people were in attendance. We are
grateful to partner with N.C. Cooperative Extension, Food
Bank and LifePlus to deliver nutrition education. 
For more information on LifePlus, visit:
https://www.lifeplusfoundation.org/

“Bridging Communities” makes us stronger. We are ONLY
2 months away from the Neuse River Bridge Run which
helps The Filling Station keep “running”. Over 718 runners
have already registered and sponsorships are up 75%
from last year. We are excited that Jones County Parks
and Recreation is working with the students to get
involved for their health and give back to local nonprofits.
Thank you, David Mallard, Director of Jones County
Recreation. Click here to register to run or volunteer.

To book a tour or speaking engagement, please email:
fsdirector@fillingstation1075.com
Thank you for the talent, time and treasure you sew into
this mission of assisting in filling unmet needs here in
Jones County. You make a difference.

Mary Ann LeRay
Executive Director since 2021

http://fillingstation1075.com/
http://fsdirector/
http://fsdirector/
https://fillingstation1075.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2025-Annual-Report.pdf
https://fillingstation1075.com/2026-spring-grassroots-leadership-academy-conference/
https://iei.ncsu.edu/2026-emerging-issues-forum/strategies-for-strengthening-our-water-infrastructure/
https://iei.ncsu.edu/2026-emerging-issues-forum/strategies-for-strengthening-our-water-infrastructure/
https://www.lifeplusfoundation.org/
http://bridgerun.org/
mailto:fsdirector@fillingstation1075.com
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Upcoming Events

Leadership Jones Conference
March 19 -20, 2026
Jones County Civic Center
Click here to register

Neuse River Bridge Run
May 1 & 2, 2026
Riverfront Convention Center, New Bern
Click here to register.
Sponsorships available

Leave a Legacy Campaign 2026
During this campaign, you have an 
opportunity to honor those who have made this
mission possible. 
Click here for more info.

Restore Women’s Conference
April 18, 2026
Triune Holiness Church, Maysville
Click here to register.

Be A Ham
Every Tuesday evening at 7 pm
All Ham Radio operators are invited 
to connect by using their radio on frequency
146.610 PL 100.0
New Bern Amateur Radio Club Repeater:
W4EWN

Veteran Coffee & Connections
April 14, 2026 10 am 
The Filling Station, Pollocksville
No registration needed

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

https://fillingstation1075.com/2026-spring-grassroots-leadership-academy-conference/
https://www.bridgerun.org/
https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fillingstation1075
https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fillingstation1075
https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fillingstation1075
https://triune.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3418796?fbclid=IwY2xjawQOvK1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFRSzlKaFkyWDdmeWxKaUFUc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHtt1vL_CSxr8F3liSvXslZukttvhnYRJbRKx1VnHj9r35DEigXydZTplKAlG_aem_PFjwtQ0i3X87k8koV0qrCg
https://triune.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3418796?fbclid=IwY2xjawQOvK1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFRSzlKaFkyWDdmeWxKaUFUc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHtt1vL_CSxr8F3liSvXslZukttvhnYRJbRKx1VnHj9r35DEigXydZTplKAlG_aem_PFjwtQ0i3X87k8koV0qrCg


What those who attended our Orientation/Training in January had to say:

Q: What did you like most about orientation?
 A: “All of it. Very professional, polished and well done. I found the history of the inception to be very interesting and

inspiring! Psalm 107? 1075? Address 107? Come on NOW!”

A: “Very impressive facility!”

Q: What did you learn?
A: “I had no idea about the summer camp and leadership academy. The importance of tracking volunteer hours and

how it impacts grant writing.”

Other comments:
 “Newcomer to Eastern NC after 32 years in Austin, TX. I reside in Minnesott Beach. So impressed with this

organization. The drive here is so trivial. So happy to help such a stellar organization that gives me hope for humanity!”

 

“Growing up in Jones County gives you a true sense of community. What a privilege to volunteer with a group of people

who love the community.”
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Volunteer Training

Our commitment is to provide training and orientation for all volunteers here at The Filling Station.

Thank you Sheron Bender for leading the monthly training and offering a tour of the campus.
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A Look Back

Jenkins Gas and Oil Company opened in 1967 at 221 Main St. Pollocksville, NC.

After many years of serving Eastern NC, the company was sold.

In January 2026, Bob and Carol Mattocks hosted a luncheon for Jenkins Gas and Oil employees and

introduce them to The Filling Station mission.

Fun to reconnect, share stories and see how the 1075 propane business has been repurposed to fill

unmet needs in Jones County NC based on Psalm 107:5. 

https://www.facebook.com/FS1075?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZbjvjfv0u13ZTksagwBdzvoF2XWKphs9sKvQosTvnpDAyIus8i-qrVHJ2gQsExYrAQVfGP-GFyiMVvujqQyRtpVFcJHicBDwqPU37qhvj8XI8v-dfoeR2AwTHt-H8d56yclz-08mHKsoAgUSGkw2O60GqP3DZ-wSBnb3pakn2yiZg&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/jonescountync.gov?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZbjvjfv0u13ZTksagwBdzvoF2XWKphs9sKvQosTvnpDAyIus8i-qrVHJ2gQsExYrAQVfGP-GFyiMVvujqQyRtpVFcJHicBDwqPU37qhvj8XI8v-dfoeR2AwTHt-H8d56yclz-08mHKsoAgUSGkw2O60GqP3DZ-wSBnb3pakn2yiZg&__tn__=-%5DK-R


“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” 

Remember the Perfect 10 Raffle? 
It was for a chance to win a 5-course prime rib dinner for you and 9

friends. The winner was Pollocksville Mayor, Jay Bender! 

A Perfect 10 
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Mayor Bender has lots of friends, family,

colleagues, or elected officials that he could

have invited. 

He instead asked the 

TOP 10 Filling Station volunteers 
who served the most hours in 1 year to dine

with him. Each volunteer who attended the

dinner serves over 200 hours or more a year.

BIG thank you to Jeremy LeRay New Bern Web Design, LLC for all the photos

B
IG thank you to Jeremy LeRay New Bern Web Design, LLC for all the photos

Bobby Darden, board chair, and wife Betsy

Garber Church provided the flower

arrangement and beautiful salad.

https://newbernwebdesign.com/
https://newbernwebdesign.com/
https://newbernwebdesign.com/


 

 

“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” 

A Perfect 10 
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Colby Jordan, chair of marketing

committee, and restaurant owner

Jordan's Smokehouse & Seafood

prepared the shrimp and grits.

Greg Thornburg, P10 Chair and facilities chair from Solid

Rock Global Methodist Church prepared appetizers of ahi

tuna and secured a donation of pimento cheese dip from

Cypress Hall Restaurant.

Johnny Jernigan Blue Cross NC cooked the prime rib.

Karen Plaster, past board member and

P10 co-chair, made sure her homegrown

asparagus was part of the meal.

Thank you to Barbara Fraley from

Pollocksville Methodist Church who

baked the yummy homemade bread.

The Board of Directors along with the Perfect 10 Committee planned, cooked, and served this special meal.

Kenneth Spivey from Christian Faith

Assembly shared a beautiful invocation.

Additional Board Members serving: 
Emily Andrews Cypress Creek Methodist Church

Ella McDaniel Shady Grove Church

Sheron Bender Pollocksville Presbyterian Church

Estelle Surles Pollocksville Baptist Church

Sheila Meadows Triune Holiness Church

“What a treat to plan this beautiful event to “Serve those who serve others”. 

https://www.facebook.com/Jordans-Smokehouse-Seafood-110160200536473/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZasn6GGLO8tCE7PijjzTOz1SAHSFBTBOtmJfllVKU6PBWyKErG-IwrzY6Xz9_g9r3KEFv1rFZuE6fn9kf5wdqp1-RBDu-Y1rjKBEEtc6yIFaiFw33JKLiEPNxZXFRisPrCcQJ4RD2sq0Uu2HZS5MMSGSDvlVbDcFfaZ37n_F0I6RA&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088575583722&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZasn6GGLO8tCE7PijjzTOz1SAHSFBTBOtmJfllVKU6PBWyKErG-IwrzY6Xz9_g9r3KEFv1rFZuE6fn9kf5wdqp1-RBDu-Y1rjKBEEtc6yIFaiFw33JKLiEPNxZXFRisPrCcQJ4RD2sq0Uu2HZS5MMSGSDvlVbDcFfaZ37n_F0I6RA&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088575583722&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZasn6GGLO8tCE7PijjzTOz1SAHSFBTBOtmJfllVKU6PBWyKErG-IwrzY6Xz9_g9r3KEFv1rFZuE6fn9kf5wdqp1-RBDu-Y1rjKBEEtc6yIFaiFw33JKLiEPNxZXFRisPrCcQJ4RD2sq0Uu2HZS5MMSGSDvlVbDcFfaZ37n_F0I6RA&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088575583722&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZasn6GGLO8tCE7PijjzTOz1SAHSFBTBOtmJfllVKU6PBWyKErG-IwrzY6Xz9_g9r3KEFv1rFZuE6fn9kf5wdqp1-RBDu-Y1rjKBEEtc6yIFaiFw33JKLiEPNxZXFRisPrCcQJ4RD2sq0Uu2HZS5MMSGSDvlVbDcFfaZ37n_F0I6RA&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/BlueCrossNC?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZasn6GGLO8tCE7PijjzTOz1SAHSFBTBOtmJfllVKU6PBWyKErG-IwrzY6Xz9_g9r3KEFv1rFZuE6fn9kf5wdqp1-RBDu-Y1rjKBEEtc6yIFaiFw33JKLiEPNxZXFRisPrCcQJ4RD2sq0Uu2HZS5MMSGSDvlVbDcFfaZ37n_F0I6RA&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61574156773677&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZasn6GGLO8tCE7PijjzTOz1SAHSFBTBOtmJfllVKU6PBWyKErG-IwrzY6Xz9_g9r3KEFv1rFZuE6fn9kf5wdqp1-RBDu-Y1rjKBEEtc6yIFaiFw33JKLiEPNxZXFRisPrCcQJ4RD2sq0Uu2HZS5MMSGSDvlVbDcFfaZ37n_F0I6RA&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Christian-Faith-Assembly-1181133968682916/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZasn6GGLO8tCE7PijjzTOz1SAHSFBTBOtmJfllVKU6PBWyKErG-IwrzY6Xz9_g9r3KEFv1rFZuE6fn9kf5wdqp1-RBDu-Y1rjKBEEtc6yIFaiFw33JKLiEPNxZXFRisPrCcQJ4RD2sq0Uu2HZS5MMSGSDvlVbDcFfaZ37n_F0I6RA&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Christian-Faith-Assembly-1181133968682916/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZasn6GGLO8tCE7PijjzTOz1SAHSFBTBOtmJfllVKU6PBWyKErG-IwrzY6Xz9_g9r3KEFv1rFZuE6fn9kf5wdqp1-RBDu-Y1rjKBEEtc6yIFaiFw33JKLiEPNxZXFRisPrCcQJ4RD2sq0Uu2HZS5MMSGSDvlVbDcFfaZ37n_F0I6RA&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/nccumc.org?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZasn6GGLO8tCE7PijjzTOz1SAHSFBTBOtmJfllVKU6PBWyKErG-IwrzY6Xz9_g9r3KEFv1rFZuE6fn9kf5wdqp1-RBDu-Y1rjKBEEtc6yIFaiFw33JKLiEPNxZXFRisPrCcQJ4RD2sq0Uu2HZS5MMSGSDvlVbDcFfaZ37n_F0I6RA&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/shadygrovech?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZasn6GGLO8tCE7PijjzTOz1SAHSFBTBOtmJfllVKU6PBWyKErG-IwrzY6Xz9_g9r3KEFv1rFZuE6fn9kf5wdqp1-RBDu-Y1rjKBEEtc6yIFaiFw33JKLiEPNxZXFRisPrCcQJ4RD2sq0Uu2HZS5MMSGSDvlVbDcFfaZ37n_F0I6RA&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/PollocksvillePresbyterian?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZasn6GGLO8tCE7PijjzTOz1SAHSFBTBOtmJfllVKU6PBWyKErG-IwrzY6Xz9_g9r3KEFv1rFZuE6fn9kf5wdqp1-RBDu-Y1rjKBEEtc6yIFaiFw33JKLiEPNxZXFRisPrCcQJ4RD2sq0Uu2HZS5MMSGSDvlVbDcFfaZ37n_F0I6RA&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/PollocksvillePresbyterian?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZasn6GGLO8tCE7PijjzTOz1SAHSFBTBOtmJfllVKU6PBWyKErG-IwrzY6Xz9_g9r3KEFv1rFZuE6fn9kf5wdqp1-RBDu-Y1rjKBEEtc6yIFaiFw33JKLiEPNxZXFRisPrCcQJ4RD2sq0Uu2HZS5MMSGSDvlVbDcFfaZ37n_F0I6RA&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/pollocksvillebaptist?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZasn6GGLO8tCE7PijjzTOz1SAHSFBTBOtmJfllVKU6PBWyKErG-IwrzY6Xz9_g9r3KEFv1rFZuE6fn9kf5wdqp1-RBDu-Y1rjKBEEtc6yIFaiFw33JKLiEPNxZXFRisPrCcQJ4RD2sq0Uu2HZS5MMSGSDvlVbDcFfaZ37n_F0I6RA&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/triuneholinesschurch?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZasn6GGLO8tCE7PijjzTOz1SAHSFBTBOtmJfllVKU6PBWyKErG-IwrzY6Xz9_g9r3KEFv1rFZuE6fn9kf5wdqp1-RBDu-Y1rjKBEEtc6yIFaiFw33JKLiEPNxZXFRisPrCcQJ4RD2sq0Uu2HZS5MMSGSDvlVbDcFfaZ37n_F0I6RA&__tn__=-%5DK-R


“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” 

The Power of Partnerships

Institute for Emerging Issues 2026
Carteret Community College

Topic this year: WATER 
Great to see our friend Schumata Brown

Town of Maysville sharing all the great things happening.
Charley Jones, Board MemberThe Filling Station and 

P.J. Connelly Governor Josh Stein’s office
Great to see Town of Pollocksville highlighted by Andy Fox,

Coastal Dynamic Labs/NCSU in the keynote message.
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Great to welcome Omar Gonzales from

 The Rotary Club of New Bern 

to present a check to The Filling Station.

Institute for Emerging Issues 2026
Carteret Community College

Topic this year: WATER 

https://www.facebook.com/emergingissues?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZYMrz3jViGBeG5psuTmZ7tWHuc85h6nFBhJ2Jcrr7deQcw2pMl0yvkxCyOs5mUanyDWFJ1Z-zF9bLNgqxDiR1JIEecFZg7HWgmE8aanffTa17VERmJp65uKdMzf2c0SEf1YbR-jFDD6vd9PMMY4qFbxpt2pib_mNwxSeBNmpQKRmb0wH5b0t58rgDW7z5Oz5xM&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/CarteretCC?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZYMrz3jViGBeG5psuTmZ7tWHuc85h6nFBhJ2Jcrr7deQcw2pMl0yvkxCyOs5mUanyDWFJ1Z-zF9bLNgqxDiR1JIEecFZg7HWgmE8aanffTa17VERmJp65uKdMzf2c0SEf1YbR-jFDD6vd9PMMY4qFbxpt2pib_mNwxSeBNmpQKRmb0wH5b0t58rgDW7z5Oz5xM&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/townofmaysville?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZYMrz3jViGBeG5psuTmZ7tWHuc85h6nFBhJ2Jcrr7deQcw2pMl0yvkxCyOs5mUanyDWFJ1Z-zF9bLNgqxDiR1JIEecFZg7HWgmE8aanffTa17VERmJp65uKdMzf2c0SEf1YbR-jFDD6vd9PMMY4qFbxpt2pib_mNwxSeBNmpQKRmb0wH5b0t58rgDW7z5Oz5xM&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/FS1075?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZYMrz3jViGBeG5psuTmZ7tWHuc85h6nFBhJ2Jcrr7deQcw2pMl0yvkxCyOs5mUanyDWFJ1Z-zF9bLNgqxDiR1JIEecFZg7HWgmE8aanffTa17VERmJp65uKdMzf2c0SEf1YbR-jFDD6vd9PMMY4qFbxpt2pib_mNwxSeBNmpQKRmb0wH5b0t58rgDW7z5Oz5xM&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/p.j.connelly?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZYMrz3jViGBeG5psuTmZ7tWHuc85h6nFBhJ2Jcrr7deQcw2pMl0yvkxCyOs5mUanyDWFJ1Z-zF9bLNgqxDiR1JIEecFZg7HWgmE8aanffTa17VERmJp65uKdMzf2c0SEf1YbR-jFDD6vd9PMMY4qFbxpt2pib_mNwxSeBNmpQKRmb0wH5b0t58rgDW7z5Oz5xM&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/NCgovernor?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZYMrz3jViGBeG5psuTmZ7tWHuc85h6nFBhJ2Jcrr7deQcw2pMl0yvkxCyOs5mUanyDWFJ1Z-zF9bLNgqxDiR1JIEecFZg7HWgmE8aanffTa17VERmJp65uKdMzf2c0SEf1YbR-jFDD6vd9PMMY4qFbxpt2pib_mNwxSeBNmpQKRmb0wH5b0t58rgDW7z5Oz5xM&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61566339170068&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZYMrz3jViGBeG5psuTmZ7tWHuc85h6nFBhJ2Jcrr7deQcw2pMl0yvkxCyOs5mUanyDWFJ1Z-zF9bLNgqxDiR1JIEecFZg7HWgmE8aanffTa17VERmJp65uKdMzf2c0SEf1YbR-jFDD6vd9PMMY4qFbxpt2pib_mNwxSeBNmpQKRmb0wH5b0t58rgDW7z5Oz5xM&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/TheRotaryClubofNewBern?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZasn6GGLO8tCE7PijjzTOz1SAHSFBTBOtmJfllVKU6PBWyKErG-IwrzY6Xz9_g9r3KEFv1rFZuE6fn9kf5wdqp1-RBDu-Y1rjKBEEtc6yIFaiFw33JKLiEPNxZXFRisPrCcQJ4RD2sq0Uu2HZS5MMSGSDvlVbDcFfaZ37n_F0I6RA&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/emergingissues?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZYMrz3jViGBeG5psuTmZ7tWHuc85h6nFBhJ2Jcrr7deQcw2pMl0yvkxCyOs5mUanyDWFJ1Z-zF9bLNgqxDiR1JIEecFZg7HWgmE8aanffTa17VERmJp65uKdMzf2c0SEf1YbR-jFDD6vd9PMMY4qFbxpt2pib_mNwxSeBNmpQKRmb0wH5b0t58rgDW7z5Oz5xM&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/CarteretCC?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZYMrz3jViGBeG5psuTmZ7tWHuc85h6nFBhJ2Jcrr7deQcw2pMl0yvkxCyOs5mUanyDWFJ1Z-zF9bLNgqxDiR1JIEecFZg7HWgmE8aanffTa17VERmJp65uKdMzf2c0SEf1YbR-jFDD6vd9PMMY4qFbxpt2pib_mNwxSeBNmpQKRmb0wH5b0t58rgDW7z5Oz5xM&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R


What a great evening Tryon Riverfront Inn New Bern, Tapestry

Collection by Hilton honoring sponsors for the 2026 Neuse River

Bridge Run

Thank you Hearnes Jewelers and AlphaGraphics for co-hosting

the reception.

Thank you City of New Bern, NC Government

Jones County NC for your continued partnership in bringing this

historic event to eastern NC Visit New Bern, North Carolina

Five organizations TWIN RIVERS YMCA

Mediation Center of Eastern Carolina

Craven Community College Foundation

Duffyfield Phoenix Project and The Filling Station working

together to raise awareness and funds to bridge the gaps in our

communities.

Save the Date  May 1-2,2026 New Bern-Craven County

Convention & Visitors Center

Want to sponsor, create a team, volunteer?

Visit bridgerun.org to register

“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” 

The Power of Partnerships

Page 8

Photo credit New Bern Web Design, LLC

“Bridging Communities Sponsors Reception”

https://www.facebook.com/Tryon-Riverfront-Inn-New-Bern-Tapestry-Collection-by-Hilton-601620513031771/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZazirQ3TP7Zc0Rl6xdiwyk2ZUXkq8w5pDHNFNuSsjzHvlyH8fopYfhOkKOfWGW07f2FWCz_z8fgiSR29Np8-ely49GUJNKHZKVoWD9OIBmRv1gNybiohLvHg5wl1HuPtFrRrilY9A4s6mdV5Fq508XCPuQJ6OVMpq86lGoJSpDGnkt0wEvyatCRGz-eCkd8jg&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Tryon-Riverfront-Inn-New-Bern-Tapestry-Collection-by-Hilton-601620513031771/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZazirQ3TP7Zc0Rl6xdiwyk2ZUXkq8w5pDHNFNuSsjzHvlyH8fopYfhOkKOfWGW07f2FWCz_z8fgiSR29Np8-ely49GUJNKHZKVoWD9OIBmRv1gNybiohLvHg5wl1HuPtFrRrilY9A4s6mdV5Fq508XCPuQJ6OVMpq86lGoJSpDGnkt0wEvyatCRGz-eCkd8jg&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/bridgerun?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZazirQ3TP7Zc0Rl6xdiwyk2ZUXkq8w5pDHNFNuSsjzHvlyH8fopYfhOkKOfWGW07f2FWCz_z8fgiSR29Np8-ely49GUJNKHZKVoWD9OIBmRv1gNybiohLvHg5wl1HuPtFrRrilY9A4s6mdV5Fq508XCPuQJ6OVMpq86lGoJSpDGnkt0wEvyatCRGz-eCkd8jg&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/bridgerun?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZazirQ3TP7Zc0Rl6xdiwyk2ZUXkq8w5pDHNFNuSsjzHvlyH8fopYfhOkKOfWGW07f2FWCz_z8fgiSR29Np8-ely49GUJNKHZKVoWD9OIBmRv1gNybiohLvHg5wl1HuPtFrRrilY9A4s6mdV5Fq508XCPuQJ6OVMpq86lGoJSpDGnkt0wEvyatCRGz-eCkd8jg&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Hearnes-Jewelers-881150008759994/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZazirQ3TP7Zc0Rl6xdiwyk2ZUXkq8w5pDHNFNuSsjzHvlyH8fopYfhOkKOfWGW07f2FWCz_z8fgiSR29Np8-ely49GUJNKHZKVoWD9OIBmRv1gNybiohLvHg5wl1HuPtFrRrilY9A4s6mdV5Fq508XCPuQJ6OVMpq86lGoJSpDGnkt0wEvyatCRGz-eCkd8jg&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/AlphaGraphics-1678636312371320/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZazirQ3TP7Zc0Rl6xdiwyk2ZUXkq8w5pDHNFNuSsjzHvlyH8fopYfhOkKOfWGW07f2FWCz_z8fgiSR29Np8-ely49GUJNKHZKVoWD9OIBmRv1gNybiohLvHg5wl1HuPtFrRrilY9A4s6mdV5Fq508XCPuQJ6OVMpq86lGoJSpDGnkt0wEvyatCRGz-eCkd8jg&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/CityofNB?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZazirQ3TP7Zc0Rl6xdiwyk2ZUXkq8w5pDHNFNuSsjzHvlyH8fopYfhOkKOfWGW07f2FWCz_z8fgiSR29Np8-ely49GUJNKHZKVoWD9OIBmRv1gNybiohLvHg5wl1HuPtFrRrilY9A4s6mdV5Fq508XCPuQJ6OVMpq86lGoJSpDGnkt0wEvyatCRGz-eCkd8jg&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/jonescountync.gov?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZazirQ3TP7Zc0Rl6xdiwyk2ZUXkq8w5pDHNFNuSsjzHvlyH8fopYfhOkKOfWGW07f2FWCz_z8fgiSR29Np8-ely49GUJNKHZKVoWD9OIBmRv1gNybiohLvHg5wl1HuPtFrRrilY9A4s6mdV5Fq508XCPuQJ6OVMpq86lGoJSpDGnkt0wEvyatCRGz-eCkd8jg&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/visitnewbern?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZazirQ3TP7Zc0Rl6xdiwyk2ZUXkq8w5pDHNFNuSsjzHvlyH8fopYfhOkKOfWGW07f2FWCz_z8fgiSR29Np8-ely49GUJNKHZKVoWD9OIBmRv1gNybiohLvHg5wl1HuPtFrRrilY9A4s6mdV5Fq508XCPuQJ6OVMpq86lGoJSpDGnkt0wEvyatCRGz-eCkd8jg&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/twinriversymca?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZazirQ3TP7Zc0Rl6xdiwyk2ZUXkq8w5pDHNFNuSsjzHvlyH8fopYfhOkKOfWGW07f2FWCz_z8fgiSR29Np8-ely49GUJNKHZKVoWD9OIBmRv1gNybiohLvHg5wl1HuPtFrRrilY9A4s6mdV5Fq508XCPuQJ6OVMpq86lGoJSpDGnkt0wEvyatCRGz-eCkd8jg&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Mediation-Center-of-Eastern-Carolina-897196170347429/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZazirQ3TP7Zc0Rl6xdiwyk2ZUXkq8w5pDHNFNuSsjzHvlyH8fopYfhOkKOfWGW07f2FWCz_z8fgiSR29Np8-ely49GUJNKHZKVoWD9OIBmRv1gNybiohLvHg5wl1HuPtFrRrilY9A4s6mdV5Fq508XCPuQJ6OVMpq86lGoJSpDGnkt0wEvyatCRGz-eCkd8jg&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/CravenFoundation?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZazirQ3TP7Zc0Rl6xdiwyk2ZUXkq8w5pDHNFNuSsjzHvlyH8fopYfhOkKOfWGW07f2FWCz_z8fgiSR29Np8-ely49GUJNKHZKVoWD9OIBmRv1gNybiohLvHg5wl1HuPtFrRrilY9A4s6mdV5Fq508XCPuQJ6OVMpq86lGoJSpDGnkt0wEvyatCRGz-eCkd8jg&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/FS1075?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZazirQ3TP7Zc0Rl6xdiwyk2ZUXkq8w5pDHNFNuSsjzHvlyH8fopYfhOkKOfWGW07f2FWCz_z8fgiSR29Np8-ely49GUJNKHZKVoWD9OIBmRv1gNybiohLvHg5wl1HuPtFrRrilY9A4s6mdV5Fq508XCPuQJ6OVMpq86lGoJSpDGnkt0wEvyatCRGz-eCkd8jg&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/New-Bern-Craven-County-Convention-Visitors-Center-294828887582626/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZazirQ3TP7Zc0Rl6xdiwyk2ZUXkq8w5pDHNFNuSsjzHvlyH8fopYfhOkKOfWGW07f2FWCz_z8fgiSR29Np8-ely49GUJNKHZKVoWD9OIBmRv1gNybiohLvHg5wl1HuPtFrRrilY9A4s6mdV5Fq508XCPuQJ6OVMpq86lGoJSpDGnkt0wEvyatCRGz-eCkd8jg&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/New-Bern-Craven-County-Convention-Visitors-Center-294828887582626/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZazirQ3TP7Zc0Rl6xdiwyk2ZUXkq8w5pDHNFNuSsjzHvlyH8fopYfhOkKOfWGW07f2FWCz_z8fgiSR29Np8-ely49GUJNKHZKVoWD9OIBmRv1gNybiohLvHg5wl1HuPtFrRrilY9A4s6mdV5Fq508XCPuQJ6OVMpq86lGoJSpDGnkt0wEvyatCRGz-eCkd8jg&__tn__=kK-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%253A%252F%252Fbridgerun.org%252F%253Ffbclid%253DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExVklwa1FIUkc3WmRRSnpnZHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5W-Pouple_YYiV6jqWMbqXs-6Dynb1754YZumnPt8ybS3d-JgdcojtJ-7rLA_aem_1IjLozx6S1grXz0MqEdQ6Q&h=AT7pIO_eqfdvhoW2tGF5qzwtoWHTy05BHThI07gBUxxKFQ6wKel-mv995rEMs7tFKl53X6WU-EoQneXqF5-eeLvCvCX3lPJAy3KYsSQv2DplulQsERKQAv8bX0f7dew9dtOAjge-RhHj8NtiX_D_BYDlpf5wVw&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT7GxBKG7QOFCxJyzKNGFjafwQF3nsZbc9YnH0XrUfKWNnL1w7lrx_9jln9izuQpQCD8KjwyI-SdwjKf2hx9_TjiebH7S6LCwJic5J8nivZkksTi3_9Lsui8ugs2WjHT0ZFnriJTwljQW7dJsBa1TUOJb0BOOZAc118sx7ZmuT29TWzt-oENOl8a7bmme0I_XX0cIBhRKYLY0RjX9NVCcFWe4A
https://newbernwebdesign.com/


Snow of 2026 
Thank you to our friend and partner Darrell Bell Bell’s Station, for capturing this photo

to share with our followers.

For all the HAM radio operators out there, 

we house a local repeater using the 100 foot tower you see on campus. 

New Bern Amateur Radio Club Repeater: W4EWN

Frequency 146.610 PL 100.0

Great resource we have built with the support of Duke Energy and partnership 

Jones County Emergency Services as a backup communication. 

N.C. Commission on Volunteerism and Community Service

“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” 

The Power of Partnerships

Page 9

What an amazing day Pollocksville Elementary School!
Community leaders were invited to hear more about how the

Leader in Me program/ Franklin Covey is transforming the
children, parents, and families. 

The Filling Station has been partnering with Jones County
Public Schools providing a tutoring program and service

opportunities.



New Bern Area Chamber of Commerce

February Mid-Day Mingle 

“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” 

The Power of Partnerships
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Highlighting our partnership with

American Heart Association -

North Carolina Thank you

Margaret Sharp

Thanks to all

the chamber

members and

county

leadership

who

attended.

Thank you, Ed Jekel,

for the amazing

lunch.

Great to hear all that is happening

with chamber members and their

businesses and upcoming events.

Great to hear from Tharesa Lee
on the upcoming Leadership

Conference
Register today.

https://www.facebook.com/NewBernChamberofCommerce?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZalAP6ocspp1NtzQ5ghmdTBfvtfnRRUkPwvc9-_cO3wSk7cH8-1dvz87tjrjXbJC0tqQ6FgcnYM8hCqVjoBj9M12wpBwb_Xbm_bsFRQPj5o1xYNnnTp14ofpJTdwVE9hsmEtJmHBpH6H6S5MoVoI2_NT2AMQLJWfPdQYqkPffU2O55Or4_LKjLDb1wYRAXx1BQ&__tn__=-%5DK-R


Tharesa Lee, a Jones County native, has lived in eastern North
Carolina her entire life, where she works as an advocate and social

entrepreneur.

With her consulting agency, Lee facilitates meetings, organizes board
retreats, assists with strategic planning and provides leadership

training.
Although Lee works with various entrepreneurs and businesses

through her consulting agency, nonprofit work is her passion.

In an effort to instill passion for social entrepreneurship and
community engagement in others, Lee has led various grassroots

leadership academies, including Leadership Jones. Leadership Jones
is a leadership academy comprised of four essential elements:

community voices, generational leadership, social leadership and
civic leadership.

The academy aims to assist upcoming and established leaders in
honing their skills, gaining a deeper understanding of the community

they serve, and working with local government and other
organizations to create a more cohesive and stronger community.

Leadership Jones is hosted at The Filling Station, with Lee working as
a content creator and facilitator for the academy.

Since its inception in 2022, 43 people have graduated from the
program among various cohorts.

“It was an honor to go back to Jones County,” Lee said. “That’s been
my dream to go back and help in the place that helped me.

“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” 

The Power of Partnerships
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Lee works to uplift the community
By Caramia Valentin

The Sun Journal
 Feb 13, 2026

Read the whole article here

https://www.newbernsj.com/news/lee-works-to-uplift-the-community/article_623e7170-fef4-5a97-a43a-70fe39377cf2.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawQPQAtleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETE2aFU2V3NodUFCN3pxYUpzc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHn83DFefRvFtI9v0z9pUzp17Ig7qiJnY94Z1dOk2Nr_X_sUcnk4Aawjoisgt_aem_21THW-U9sZgwI_tmq9N4qA


“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” 

The Power of Partnerships

Page 12

Flu Season Immune products Video

This product training education video focuses specifically on immune support for flu/virus season. 

How do you stay armed up for flu season? Thanks to Lifeplus, one of our great
partners, supporting us with Nutrition Education, we have the tools and

knowledge on how to response and protected during this season.

Sarah Ware led a 3-day class on the importance of a PhytoFocus - a deep dive into understanding
the colors of our food and the impact it delivers to healing our bodies.

More information: Click here

All about Phytochemicals 
Pilot Project from NC Cooperative Extension/Jones County

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5pVlgXqZ4g
https://www.facebook.com/LifePlus?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZaWlHJYOFOgujCBF1N1hPLDCH7wQkyZm4r2BBgjDSuQL-EebZJY5PwMmnpRLfFg8vgiThIqj3gdwfXvz7zsK9oNfnumS139WWMnYkGfdjvhX7BeJaGdAWHhXUoHkWrnFaaM8kLR2z_xezinlr6mnEi6m2G0vKEj3gtzx9AnEk3c451QH26e3ZBaMY4dzvxrNvw&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://phytomedicine.plantsforhumanhealth.ncsu.edu/phytorx/


“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” 

Food Pantry 
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A Filling Station
Supporter

presented this 
RED hat to 

our 
Executive Director

to entertain the staff
and clients at the

Food Pantry.



“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” 

Mary Ann LeRay sits down with Kenneth Spivey, a board member of The Filling Station and a
lifelong servant-leader whose story reflects the quiet power of commitment, humility, and

community impact. Kenneth shares his journey from 20 years in the United States Marine Corps to
a 24-year career with the Craven County Department of Social Services, where he worked closely

with individuals and families in need, including mentoring people with disabilities. Though his roles
have changed over time, his purpose has remained the same: to serve others.

Mary Ann LeRay welcomes Sheri Smith from Triune Holiness Church for a warm conversation
about faith, service, and community partnership. Sheri reflects on her six-year tenure as a charter

board member and two-term board secretary. She describes board service as one of the most
meaningful experiences of her life—“like college without tests and homework”—because of the

learning, leadership growth, and relationships formed along the way.

 

C h e c k  o u t  t h e
NEW Filling Station podcasts .   

In our in-house Recording Studio, we interview
partners, supporters and volunteers who are part

of building The Fil l ing Station. 
Visit the Fil l ing Station website  to view all  the

episodes. 

Inside the Recording Studio

Episode #23: Sheri Smith 

Episode #24: Ken Spivey

Page 14

Mary Ann LeRay welcomes two special guests from Pollocksville Elementary School: 
Easton Cook, a fifth-grade student and member of the student Lighthouse team, and 

Megan Matticola, a first-year teacher and the school’s Lighthouse coordinator. Together, they
share how the Lighthouse program is empowering students to discover their voice, develop

leadership skills, and take meaningful ownership of their school community. Rooted in the Leader
in Me framework and inspired by The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, the program helps

students apply timeless principles like responsibility, teamwork, and service in real, tangible ways.

Episode #25: Pollocksville Elementary Lighthouse Team

Episode #25: David Mallard
Mary Ann LeRay sits down with David Mallard of Jones County Recreation to talk about health,
wellness, and the power of community-wide events to create lasting impact.The conversation
centers on the upcoming Neuse River Bridge Run, now in its sixth year, a signature community

event that brings together local schools, families, volunteers, and businesses. David explains how
elementary schools participate through run teams, how parents and chaperones support young

runners, and how funds raised from the event come full circle—supporting initiatives like the
annual back-to-school bash and other community needs.

http://www.fillingstation1075.com/
http://www.fillingstation1075.com/
http://www.fillingstation1075.com/
https://fillingstation1075.com/filling-station-podcast-23-january-15-2026-sheri-smith-triune-holiness-church/
https://fillingstation1075.com/filling-station-podcast-23-january-15-2026-sheri-smith-triune-holiness-church/
https://fillingstation1075.com/filling-station-podcast-23-january-15-2026-sheri-smith-triune-holiness-church/
https://fillingstation1075.com/filling-station-podcast-24-january-22-2026-ken-spivey/
https://fillingstation1075.com/filling-station-podcast-24-january-22-2026-ken-spivey/
https://fillingstation1075.com/filling-station-podcast-25-january-29-2026-pollocksville-elementary-lighthouse-team/
https://fillingstation1075.com/filling-station-podcast-26-february-11-2026-david-mallard-jones-county-recreation/
https://fillingstation1075.com/filling-station-podcast-26-february-11-2026-david-mallard-jones-county-recreation/


“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” 

 

Save The Date
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“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” Page 16

Tax Assistance here in Jones County NC
Dates: March 21 and April 11

Call for an appointment: 252-224-1127
Leave your name, number and preferred date for appt.

Thank you, New Bern VITA for your continued partnership.

Save The Date

http://newbernvita.com/
https://www.facebook.com/jonescountync.gov?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZbZcgAJOmjIAwtE8L238HKV3BO0OIDZfoOJjd8isjh2W-xFNGr1uyMH3VVJElvVTMbM0KQfgJofmA-AOY92bGK8YRT1cDPVDbyuiAzfb4qyMDCebsIiPlrFxIGzAE6s-H0MZHwQB2rioXdm4tbkKdmBNrJQy-87xdl2V714rxwHGw&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/jonescountync.gov?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZbZcgAJOmjIAwtE8L238HKV3BO0OIDZfoOJjd8isjh2W-xFNGr1uyMH3VVJElvVTMbM0KQfgJofmA-AOY92bGK8YRT1cDPVDbyuiAzfb4qyMDCebsIiPlrFxIGzAE6s-H0MZHwQB2rioXdm4tbkKdmBNrJQy-87xdl2V714rxwHGw&__tn__=-%5DK-R
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Save The Date
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Save The Date

https://www.bridgerun.org/


“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” 

Leave a Legacy Campaign
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https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fillingstation1075


“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” 

Amateur Radio License Class
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The General License Class is full for Spring 2026!
Thank you to Pete Wene, instructor for Ham Radio Education. This education is possible by

partnering with New Bern Amateur Radio Club and Jones County Emergency Services.

https://fillingstation1075.com/filling-station-radio-class/


The Filling Station is supported through Time, Talent 
and Treasure from our church partners. 

If you would like to be part of making
difference, we invite you to scan the QR Code

or visit: 
fillingstation1075.com/donate 

 

Our mission is to assist with 
filling the unmet needs in the areas of
nutrition, education and connection 

serving the residents of Jones County. 

- Board Members - 
Chair: Bobby Darden 

Vice-Chair: Sheron Bender 
Treasurer: Estelle Surles

Secretary: Emily Andrews

Ellis Banks 

Charley Jones 

Colby Jordan 

Ella McDaniel 
Michael Pretty 

Christopher Rogerson

Kenneth Spivey

Willie Smith

Greg Thornburg 

Sheila Meadows 

Jeff Reynolds 

Alicia Gouge 

Carol Mattocks, Board Advisor
Tharesa Lee, Consultant 

Holly Ladner, Editor 

PO Box 222 221 Main Street 
Pollocksville, NC 28573 

252-224-1127 
Email: info@fillingstation1075.com 

Website: https://fillingstation1075.com
Facebook: Facebook.com/FS1075

Mary Ann LeRay, Executive Director
Marcy Hoffman, Administrative Coordinator

Ed Jekel, Facilities Manager
Jimmy Bender, Food Pantry Director

Geraldine Eubanks, Volunteer Coordinator

http://www.fillingstation1075.com/donate
http://www.fillingstation1075.com/donate
mailto:Info@fillingstation1075.com
mailto:Info@fillingstation1075.com
mailto:Info@fillingstation1075.com
mailto:Info@fillingstation1075.com
https://fillingstation1075.com/
https://facebook.com/FS1075

